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Child Care, Inc. (“CCI”) and the Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy
(“SCAA”), respectfully submit this brief as amici curiae urging this Panel of Special Masters
(the “Panel”) to recommend to the Court that the remedy for Defendants’ failure to provide
to New York City children the opportunity to obtain a sound basic education include a fully
funded universal prekindergarten program.

By notice dated September 8, 2004, the Panel granted the request of CCI and SCAA
to appear as amici curiae in this matter.

INTERESTS OF THE AMICI

Both amici share an interest in making public prekindergarten education available to
all children. Founded in 1982, Child Care, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization working to
make high-quality child care and early education opportunities a reality for every child in
New York City. CCI offers training, mentoring and professional development support to the
fields of child care and early education and assists families in their search for quality child
care options for their children. CCI advocates for full access to early education programs for
all families and for appropriate resources to support these programs. CCI long has
recognized that early learning programs provide the core educational foundation for children,
ensuring that they enter school with the skills that will help to support them as lifelong
learners.

The Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy, founded in 1872, is a New York
State not-for profit policy analysis and advocacy organization that advocates on a number of
issues at the state level, including for affordable, accessible child care, child protection and
early childhood education. Through its early education agenda, SCAA works toward

universally available, but not mandatory, prekindergarten public education for three- and



four-year-olds in New York State. In particular, SCAA seeks full, reliable funding for New
York State’s well-respected, but inadequately funded, current program of half-day
prekindergarten for four-year-olds, so that this program can be expanded and made available
to all three- and four-year-olds in New York State.

In 1999, CCI and SCAA jointly founded the Center for Early Care and Education
(“CECE”). CECE sponsors various statewide efforts focusing on the value of quality early
education to all New Yorkers. Most recently, CECE sponsored a study, discussed further
below, to determine the medium-term economic benefits that would be afforded to school
districts by the provision of prekindergarten to all New York schoolchildren. CECE’s
“Winning Beginning New York Campaign” educates policy-makers and the public about the
benefits of early education and the necessity of investment in early education as a top public
priority. Through CECE, CCI and SCAA are working to ensure that early education takes its
rightful place as a public responsibility in New York thereby creating a prekindergarten-
through-grade-12 system of public education for all that will provide each child with the
opportunity for a constitutionally guaranteed sound basic education.

In addition, each of the following organizations, all of whom share an interest with
amici in making high-quality early education opportunities a reality for every child in New
York, join in this amicus brief: Agenda for Children Tomorrow, Bank Street College of
Education, Campus and Community Children’s Center at SUNY Fredonia, Child Care
Council at City University, Child Care Resources of Rockland, Citizen Action of New York,
Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Cornell Early Childhood Program, Day Care
Council of New York, Inc., Early Childhood Development Initiative, Federation of Protestant

Welfare Agencies, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids New York, Graham Windham Services for
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Children, Legal Momentum, New York Association of School Psychologists, New York
State Association for the Education of Young Children, New York State Child Care
Coordinating Council, New York Union Child Care Coalition, Statewide Emergency
Network for Social and Economic Security, UJA-Federation of New York, Inc. and United
Neighborhood Houses of New York. Statements of interest are included in the Appendix at
Tab 1.

ARGUMENT

THE STATE MUST MAKE FULLY-FUNDED PREKINDERGARTEN
AVAILABLE TO ALL THREE- AND FOUR-YEAR-OLDS
TO COMPLY WITH ITS CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION
TO PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A SOUND BASIC EDUCATION

In a historic ruling, the New York State Court of Appeals held that the State of New
York, George E. Pataki, as Governor of the State of New York, and Michael H. Urbach, as
Tax Commissioner of the State of New York (“Defendants”) have violated the New York
State Constitution by failing to provide New York City public school students with the

opportunity for a “sound basic education.” Campaign for Fiscal Equity, Inc. v. State, 100

N.Y.2d 893, 801 N.E.2d 326, 769 N.Y.S.2d 106 (2003) (“CFE 1I”). The Court reiterated that

333

a sound basic education entails “‘the basic literacy, calculating, and verbal skills necessary to
enable children to eventually function productively as civic participants capable of voting
and serving on a jury.”” CFEII, 100 N.Y.2d at 905, 801 N.E.2d at 330, 769 N.Y.S.2d at 110

(quoting Campaign for Fiscal Equity, Inc. v. State, 86 N.Y.2d 307, 316, 655 N.E.2d 661,

666, 631 N.Y.S.2d 565, 570 (1995) (“CFE I”)).

! References to Appendix Tab____ are to the Appendix submitted herewith which contains, among
other things, those materials cited herein that are not available on the Internet.
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